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BIOGRAHPY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Why is this person interesting to you?
2.  What do you already know about this person?
3. What do you think was this person’s most admirable quality and why?
4. If this person had not lived, what would be different today?
5. What do you know about the time period during which this person lived?
6. Compare this genre of book to another genre you have read.  What do you notice that is different about its structure?
7.   Do you think you could use any specific reading strategies when reading about this topic?
8. Would you recommend this book to the class?  Why or why not?





Name 							

WRITING ABOUT YOUR FAMOUS PERSON

The Introduction
Your introduction needs to tell the reader two things:
1. What you are writing about
2. What your report will tell about what you are writing about (Your purpose)

Your introduction should include:
1. An opening sentence that tells a unique fact about your topic
2. The name of your topic
3. One or two sentences that tell your audience the purpose of your report

Sample Introduction

	Do you know which Supreme Court Justice went to Lincoln University in Chester Country, Pennsylvania with 

	the famous author Langston Hughes?  He was born in Baltimore, Maryland on July 2, 1908.  His family believed 

	that the Constitution of the United States guaranteed freedom for all people.  Like his family, Thurgood

	 Marshall believed that all Americans, regardless of race, should be treated equally.  For this reason,

	it is important to learn about Thurgood Marshall’s life.



My introduction will include:
1.  																		

2.  																		

3.  																		

My Introduction

	 

	

	

	

	

	

	




The Body

The body of your paper needs to tell the 5 Ws and 1 H about your topic:
1. Who
2. What
3. Where
4. When
5. How

Sample Body

	   Thurgood Marshall’s father spent hours teaching him about the Constitution when he was little because his

	grandfather was a slave.  Thurgood was a good student and looked forward to going to college to study Law.  

	While there, he met his wife Vivian “Buster” Burey.  After his marriage and graduation from Lincoln University,

	he hoped to go to law school.  However, when Thurgood first applied in 1930 his application was denied because he 

	was black.  Yet, Thurgood did not give up!  He was eventually accepted to Howard University Law School.  

	After this, he became the leader of the National Association for Advancement of Colored People.  

	This later led to his appointment to United States Solicitor General by the President of that time, Lyndon B. Johnson.  

	While in that role, Thurgood won 14 of the 19 cases he fought for the government.  This meant that he had won more 

	cases than anyone else fighting before the Supreme Court in American History!  




My Body will include:
Paragraph 1
1.  																		

2.  																		

3.  																		

4.  																		

5.  																		









My Body

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




The Closing

Your closing needs to include:
1. A sentence that restates the purpose of your report
2. Voice so your audience would want to learn more about your topic

Sample Closing

	     In 1967, Thurgood Marshall was appointed as Associate Supreme Court Justice.   This was remarkable because

	he was the first African American to be given this role in United States History!  While working at the court he 

	continued to support equal rights for all people in this country.  Although, he died in 1993 at the age of 84, his ideas 

	and work will be remembered by all Americans. 











My closing will include:
1.  																		

2.  																		

3.  																		


My Closing

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


5 Ws Graphic Organizer
	5 Ws
	Text Evidence

	WHO?

	

	WHAT?

	

	WHERE?

	

	WHEN?

	

	WHY?

	



FAMOUS PERSON TIMELINE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

	Early Life
	Middle Life
	Late Life

	
	
	



















INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT MY FAMOUS PERSON

1.   																																		

2.   																																		

3.   																																		

4.   																																		

5.   																																		

