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Agenda for Open House
Wednesday, September 15, 2010

1.   “Morning” Meeting
2.   Meeting Mrs. Williams
3.   Responsive Classroom
4.   HMS Expectations
5.   Curriculum 
6.   Technology 
7.   Grouping
8.   Assignment Pad & Homework Binder
9.   Daily Schedule
10.   Progress Reports
11. Parent Involvement
12. Communication

RESPONSIVE CLASSROOM®

7 Basic Principles
· The social curriculum is as important as the academic curriculum. 
· How children learn is as important as what they learn: process and content go hand in hand. 
· The greatest cognitive growth occurs through social interaction. 
· There is a set of social skills children need in order to be successful academically and socially: (CARES) cooperation, assertion, responsibility, empathy, and self-control. 
· Knowing the children we teach–individually, culturally, and developmentally–is as important as knowing the content we teach. 
· Knowing the families of the children we teach and working with them as partners is essential to children's education. 
· How the adults at school work together is as important as individual competence: Lasting change begins with the adult community. 
Morning Meeting
A daily routine that builds community, creates a positive climate for learning, and reinforces academic and social skills. 





HMS EXPECTATIONS

RESPECT
LEARNING
OURSELVES
EACH OTHER 
ENVIRONMENT

Our classroom and all of HMS is focused on these expectations.  Students are encouraged to follow these expectations throughout their school day.  



Rules and Consequences

· Hopes and Dreams – Student set a goal for this year.
· Goals connected to expectations.
· Class Rules - posted
· Main purpose of these expectations is to foster independence and self control.
· Problem solving forms and self reflection.
· Parent/Teacher communication.





CURRICULUM
Writing
· Six-Traits :  Ideas, Sentence Fluency, Voice, Word Choice, Conventions, Organization
· Lucy Calkins – Units of Study – narrative, essay, poetry, responses to literature
· Students will use rubrics to evaluate their own and others writing.
· Writer’s Notebook.  Not all writing will be evaluated by teacher.

Spelling
· Scott Foresman - Rule-based spelling 
· Individualized with challenge list based on assessment
· Quick Word
· No Excuse Words

Reading 
· Scott Foresman Anthology & Trade Books
· Three aspects – 
2.   Independent Reading – Reading Response Letter
3.  Small Group Guided Reading 
4.  Whole group mini-lessons

Mathematics
· Math curriculum based on the strands of the RI Grade Level Expections; Numbers & Operations, Data, Statistics, & Probability, Geometry & Measurement, Functions & Algebra
· Everyday Math is still being used as one TOOL along with other resources gathered by teachers.
· Emphasis placed on problem solving skills and communication of mathematical thinking embedded in day to day assignments.
· Each week a specific problem solving strategy  will be taught and students will complete a practice problem.

Science  - Magnetism, Electricity, Earth Materials, Human Body, Ecosystems 
Social Studies – Geography: North America and South America (Mrs. Couto)
CO-TEACHING WITH MRS. COUTO
· Academic Activities: Will involve a variety of activities including math, writing, etc.
· Friday Block – Current Events and guest speakers (see handout for dates).  We will also use Fridays to meet for fun, cooperative activities including games, teambuilding, and competitions.

DAILY SCHEDULE
· Math, Reading, Writing – Daily
· Science/Social Studies – Meet 2x’s a week, 
· Specials: Art, Music, Physical Education, Health, Library (visit specialists tonight)

TECHNOLOGY
· Computer Lab - One forty minute block each week – Friday.  Occasional double blocks with Mrs. Couto
· Integrate technology into curriculum.  For example, to publish writing pieces, create power point presentations, and web searches on the internet. Clickers, video streaming, mobi’s, net books.
· Barbara Rix – Technology Specialist
Class will meet with her at least twice a month on Tuesdays in the computer lab.  

GROUPING
· Flexible, Needs-based Groups
· Students are not assigned all year long to one group by subject.
· Groups change based on student work, assessments, pre-tests, etc.
· There are no static high/low groups – groups continually change based on the needs of the students.


ASSIGNMENT PAD & HOMEWORK FOLDERS

Homework Policy 
· Listed at the front of assignment pad.
· Students should have approximately 40 minutes of homework.  
· We do not give homework on Fridays except for long term projects.
· Unable to complete homework – parent note
· Weekly homework checked Friday

Homework Binder
· Homework sheets and notices will be in the folder.
· Notices sent home every Wednesday
· Weekly Homework Schedule – see folder

Communication Tool
· Students write weekly homework assignments 
· There is a space at the bottom of each day for school/home communication.



PROGRESS REPORTS
· Progress reports will be sent home in January, April and June.
· There will be a separate report for the specialists.
· November reporting – Parent Conference – Sign Up tonight
Tuesday, November 2





COMPLETED WORK
· Math work will be sent home upon completion of a four week cycle.  Students will reflect on their work and cover sheet will need to be signed and returned.
· Writer’s Notebook & Reading Notebook sent home for student reflection.
· Daily work sent home via backpack.
· Students will choose pieces throughout the year to include in their student portfolios with reflection.



PARENT INVOLVEMENT
· Class Celebrations of Learning
· Project Support
· Welcome Wednesdays – Participation Days
· Guest Readers
· Guest Speakers
· Parent/Child Book Groups
· Portfolio Conferences, Celebrity Meet & Greet, Writer’s Celebration, Poetry Slam


COMMUNICATION
· The Friendship Times & other school info on website.
· Please contact me immediately with any questions or concerns.
· Weekly student letter/prompt.
· Newsletter & notes via email
· Best way to reach me – williamsa@bpsmail.org




IMPORTANT INFORMATION

School Smart Goals

Sign up for conference in November

Important Dates – MAP, NECAP

Visit Specialists

Visit Cafeteria for Enrichment Fair
Registration starts tomorrow

Scholastic Order

Email – Distribution List
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