 Hampden Meadows PTO Meeting
November 8, 2011


Meeting brought to order at 7:01pm.
Secretary’s Report
· Minutes from 10/11/2011 were approved
President’s Report
· Thank you notes from teachers for the PTO Grants
· Directory is still being worked on.  New System turned out to be more labor intensive.  Hope to have it out by next week. We will try to streamline it for next year.
· Presidents and Superintends meeting
· Look to the school districts website for information on the new CORE Curriculum.  You will find a Video discussing the this new curriculum
· The Common Core Curriculum meets the National Standards.  It will mainly affect the Math and Language arts.  The new Curriculum is being phased in as we speak.  Writing will be based on an argumentative point of view.  Fifth grade Math will focus heavily on Fractions. The new PARK assessments will be based on the Common Core Curriculum.	
· There will be a workshop for busy Families at Nayatt School on November 15 from 7-8:30.

Vice President’s Report
· A Co-Chairperson is still needed for the Extreme-a-thon
Principal’s Report
· Parent Teacher Conferences went well.
· Collecting for Thanksgiving bags for Tap-In
· Health and Wellness plan has been adopted by the School Committee
· Only Healthier Snacks and Beverages can be sold on school grounds
· Want kids to have healthier choices and create balance
· Mrs. Clegg is trying to write a grant with Disney to get a Hydration Station in the school.  Plan is to sell metal water bottles to make up for the difference in price.
· Science is becoming a focus of the school.  We want to get the kids interested in research by connecting them to real world problems.  There is talk of creating outdoor classrooms with the help of the Audubon.  Stations could be created on the nature trails.  Hampden Meadows could Partner with Sowams School.  This would cost $6500.00.  Looking into BEF grants and other Grants to help fund this project.
· Short term goals for Science include giving every student a Science Notebook, and working more closely with the middle school.
Teacher’s Report
· Thank you for the Teacher’s grants
· Teachers have been busy with parent teacher conferences
Treasurer’s Report
· Membership has generated $3,843 in funds
· Bruins night sold out PTO net Zero
· Teacher’s grants went out at a total of $3,600
· Skate night brought in $325.00
· Grocery program brought in $264.00
· Recess carts and Binding Machine cost $686.00
· $248.90 closed out last year
Committee Reports
· School Committee
· Main focus of the last meeting was the Strategic plan.  Should we wait for a new superintendent or move forward? The general consensus was to move forward without a new Superintendent.   The strategic plan is aligned with the common core curriculum.	
· NECAPs were discussed. Spiraling of curriculum was mentioned and south county school system was given as an example. The program they are using increased scores by 14 points.
· Make up days will be added onto the end of the year.  As of now the last day of school is June 21st.
· Middle School meeting with RIDE.  They still want to know if they can move forward on plans for new middle school through the Health and Safety angle.
· Budget problem: Pensions alone will move us over the 4% cap.  Resolutions to reform pension of town and school pensions.
· School Start times were discussed.  Looking for community support
· Bay Team
· Parent to Parent meeting in October went well. November Meeting is November 15 7-9 at the White Church.
· Nayatt School is sponsoring a workshop on Technology on December 5 at 6pm.  It will discuss Cyber Bullying and appropriate tech manners.  
· Amy Greer will hold a series of open classrooms on College Admissions Prep.  There will be an open classroom on the Middle East.  A thirteen week class from January 26 through April 12 7:00-8:30.
· Play
· Sign-ups will be at the beginning of December.  Would like to start announcing the play two weeks prior to sign ups
· Mileage Club
· We are finally staffed 5 days a week
· Raffle tickets are given to those who participate.  If they complete five miles  they earn a pedometer.
· There will be interval awards.  Mileage will stop for the winter months.  Classes and students with the most miles will be posted when we break for winter.
· Fifty Miles will earn a child a Trophy.
· Grounds and Gardens
· Daffodils bulbs were planted October 28th.
Old Business- NONE

New Business
· Fundraiser for the Bay Spring Community center will be a fiddle Fest on December 10th at the Middle School.  The Bay Team is involved and the show will feature No Strings attached, Mark Whittaker and Bay String Folk.
Meeting adjourned @ 8:03pm.
	





